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Editor’s Note
The month of June saw the enthusiastic batch of 2015-17 enter their new phase 
of life, followed by the senior batch students coming back to the place they 
call their own. IMT Ghaziabad has always prided itself in the uncontained 
activity that the campus perpetually possesses. The junior and senior batches 
revived the campus with their intense rigour and renewed energies. With new 
friendships forged, and old ones renewed, the immensely motivated batches 
enter the new academic year with full zeal.

Through this edition of The Perspective, we wish to showcase the excitement 
of the students on various platforms in professional, academic and cultural 
avenues. At the start of every academic year we feel the winds of change, 
incidentally the theme of this edition, blowing across the campus with 
a new dose of fervour coming along with the familiar zeal with which the 
students left for their internships. Be it business competitions or organising 
guest seminars, our students have displayed the utmost professionalism 
and potential to easily impress their colleagues, both at IMT and outside.
This edition features a special tribute to late Dr Abdul Kalam. We revisit his 
inspiring life and hope to try and continue being positively stimulated by 
his ideas. With new sections of Book Review and Movie Review, we bring 
to you suggestions for books and movies which you, as aspiring managers, 
can thoroughly enjoy and appreciate, while extracting some real value. To 
bring to you another interesting read, we look at IMT from the eyes of one of 
our most beloved spots: ‘Nescafe’, the unanimated, yet one of the most alive 
spaces on campus.Apart from that, we’re featuring for you the winners of 
#IMTagged, the Campus Journalist and the Campus Photojournalist. In an 
attempt to make the newsletter more inclusive, we are featuring Rahul Batra’s 
(batch of 2014-16) article about New Age Marketing. To impart some useful 
wisdom to you, we have a guest corner where Sukhmani Singh talks about 
her journey towards, and inspiration in, founding SeekSherpa. The piece is 
bound to evoke any dormant entrepreneurial spirit in you. 

Apart from that, we candidly interviewed our prestigious Business 
Communication faculty member, Dr. Bhavna Bhalla, and got to know her in 
a different light. The major intra-college events, competitions and activities 
of the pulsating campus are highlighted in the Campus Buzz. IMT has always 
appreciated the efforts and achievements of its students, both within and 
outside the institute. In an attempt to do so, we bring to you Rajat Singhal, 
who is a street play artist, singer, writer and a self-acclaimed foodie. To satiate 
your humour appetite, we’ve brought you two sections, Farzi Khabrein and 
Leaking News, that are bound to leave you chuckling by the end.

Our new team of content-managers and writers is indisputably full of 
enthusiasm to share with you, anecdotes and information that you want to 
read, in a crisp and delightful manner. We hope going through this newsletter 
is as enjoyable for you as it was for us bringing it to you.

Until next month…
Dharna Chauhan
Editor, The Perspective

CONTENTS
                   4 Kalam: An Inspiring Jouney

    6 Book Review

   8 Movie Review

  14 Faculty Corner

 16 Guest Corner

       Campus Connect

  9 Through the Eyes of Nescafé

10 Campus Journalist

12 Artist of the Month

22 Campus Buzz

   26 Faking News

     27 Leaking News

         Student Articles

    11 Sustainable Marketing

     17 Cashless Future

    18 Fish Bowl

    19 New Age Marketing

     20 Look Up!

  21 Data: Collection of Stories



5 | The Perspective July - August 2015

Kalam: 
An Inspiring Journey
  

“My enthusiasm knew no bounds. I was only eight, but 
I was going to contribute in a meaningful way to the 
household income! However, my new job had to be fitted 
into my regular routine. My studies and school had to 
continue as before, and the newspaper delivery business 

had to be accommodated amidst all these other 
activities”

“I will not be presumptuous enough to say that my life can 
be a role model for anybody; but some poor child living in 
an obscure place in an underprivileged social setting may 
find a little solace in the way my destiny has been shaped. 
It could perhaps help such children liberate themselves 
from the bondage of their illusory backwardness and 

hopelessness?”

The sleepy town of Rameshwaram, Tamil Nadu was a true 
melting pot of cultures and religions. It wasn’t unusual to 
find the local Muslim boatmen ferrying Hindu pilgrims 
or the local imam, priest and padre animatedly bonding 
over the afternoon cup of tea. Jainulaudeen and Ashiamma 
eked out a modest living ferrying the pilgrim tourists in 
their boat. On 15 October 1931, they were blessed with 
a little boy, whom they named ‘Abdul’. Unbeknownst 
to them, little Abdul was to take India to great heights.
Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam was tempered 
by hardships, right from the beginning. Never the one 
to shy away from responsibility, at the age of eight, 
little Kalam took the initiative of selling newspapers, 
as a means of contributing to the family income. 

During his school years, Kalam had average grades, but an insatiable hunger for knowledge. 
His first fascination with engineering came while observing activities, like his father making 
boats and birds flying. Reminiscing in his autobiography, he fondly describes a school picnic, 
when their science teacher took the students to the seaside and showed them seagulls, 
explaining every movement, every action. “Wonder-struck, I listened to my teacher — 
the man who, while teaching me about the flight of birds, gave me a purpose in life — to 
fly!” he wrote. Dr. Kalam went on to graduate in physics, from in University of Madras, in 
1954. Not truly satisfied with his degree, he qualified for a scholarship to study aerospace 
engineering from Madras Institute of Technology. While working on a senior project, 
his Dean was dissatisfied with lack of progress and threatened to revoke his scholarship, 
unless the project was completed within the next three days. With his characteristic 
passionate and hard-working personality, Dr. Kalam finished the project well within time 
and won high praise from everyone. But his passion for flying was cut short, when he got 
rejected for an opening in the Indian Air Force. Little did he know, one day as the President 
of the Union of India, he would go on to be the supreme commander of the same force.

In 1960, Dr. Kalam began his illustrious scientific career 
in DRDO, developing helicopters for the Indian Army. 
Dr. Kalam’s technological faculties blossomed under 
the able mentorship of some of the greatest minds of 
Indian science, like Dr. Vikram Sarabhai, Prof. Satish 
Dhawan and Dr. Brahm Prakash. Later on he moved 
to ISRO, where he successfully directed the project 
to make India’s first satellite launch vehicle, SLV III. 
Conceived by Dr. Kalam, this project bears fruit till date, 
with ISRO’s satellite launch platforms, presently being 
the preferred choice for many developed countries. 

Dr. Kalam’s true passion lay in serving his country. It 
was his firm belief that technological backwardness 
paves way for subjugation and it was the moral duty 
of the politico-scientific community of the country to 
use technology to ensure the integrity and sovereignty 
of India. Guided by this philosophy, under the 
covert patronage of Indira Gandhi, he orchestrated 
the highly secretive 
Integrated Guided 
Missile Development 
Program, which 
involved the 
development of 
missiles like Prithivi, 
Agni, etc. Today, 
India is globally at 
the forefront, in the 
field of weaponized 
missile technology. 
Serving in various prestigious positions like Chief 
Scientific Advisor to the PM to Secretary of the Govt. 
of India, Dr. Kalam soon became the face of the 
Indian scientific community. However, his crowning 
moment was the successful execution of the ‘Pokhran-
II’ nuclear tests, in 1998, which announced the arrival 
of India on the world stage, as a responsible nuclear 
power.  His repertoire of scientific achievements 
were recognized by the Govt. of India, by conferring 
upon him, the prestigious Padma Bhushan(1981), 
Padma Vibhushan(1990) and Bharat Ratna(1997). 

Dr. Kalam’s widespread popularity was evident 
in his resounding victory in the 2002 presidential 
elections. In an effort to change the perception of 
the President, as a passive cog in the constitutional 
machinery, he came up with the inspirational 
national goal of ‘India: A developed nation, by 
2020’. He was a prominent orator of many stirring 
speeches on various issues in international forums. 

Exemplifying humility, simplicity, patriotism 
and optimism, Dr. Kalam was the cynosure of all 
eyes, wherever he went. True to his nature, he was 
termed as the ‘People’s President’. He had a soft 
corner for children, and had a goal of personally 
interacting with 100,000 students throughout India. 
He explained, “I feel comfortable in the company 
of young people, particularly high school students. 
Henceforth, I intend to share with them experiences, 
helping them to ignite their imagination and 
preparing them to work for a developed India 
for which the road map is already available.”
Dr. Kalam was also an acclaimed writer, publishing more 
than fifteen books and inspiring countless biographies 
and documentaries. His books, like ‘Wings of Fire’, 
‘Ignited Minds: Unleashing the Power within India’, 
have and will continue to inspire generations of people. 
His works in the field of technology, like ‘Developments 
in Fluid Mechanics and Space Technology’, were equally 

well received. He was a strong proponent of issues like 
open source technologies and nuclear power generation.
 
Post presidency, Dr. Kalam expressed his desire to 
return to academics, as a way of giving back to the 
society. From being a visiting professor in IIM-A, 
to teaching information technology at IIT-BHU, he 
taught a broad spectrum of topics across the country. 
Fulfilling his passion for knowledge, till the very end, 
Dr. Kalam passed away while delivering a lecture on 
27 July 2015. The outpouring of grief from all quarters 
of the world was a testament of his indelible impact on 
all our minds. As an inspiration to millions, Dr. Kalam 
is and will be one of the finest gurus India has had. 

-Vikas Sharma
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Pin-up Quotes

Top 5 Reads
1984 - George Orwell

The Fountainhead - Ayn Rand

Chanakya’s Chant - Ashwin Sanghi

The Innovators - Walter  Isaacson

The World is Flat - Thomas L. Freidman

“ Build a shell, dim the sparkle, burn your dreams;
but then don’t go around looking for fairytales
For the magic dies with you.”
  - Parmita

“Be bold or italic. Never regular.”

“I would rather be ashes than dust! I would rather that my spark should 
burn out in a brilliant blaze than it should be stifled by dry-rot. I would 
rather be a superb meteor, every atom of me in a magnificent glow, than a 
sleepy and permanent planet. The function of man is to live, not to exist.”

Jack London

The Book Thief
   - Sourabh Singh

Book Review

“Normality is a paved road: It’s comfortable to walk, but 
no flowers grow on it.”

Vincent van Gogh
“Management is efficiency in climbing the ladder of success; leadership 
determines whether the ladder is leaning against the right wall.”

Stephen Covey

These are the two contemporary classics that can resuscitate an ex-bookworm to scuttle    
back to the shelf: A Song of Ice and Fire and The Book Thief.  One is an epic fantasy that often 
provokes a lifelong obsession with its characters, to leave you emotionally stunted; socially crippled 
and cerebrally disenchanted, or can even make you incompetent to deal with a world without 
dragons. The other, is obviously, written by Death.

“ I am haunted by humans.” Death, p. 550

Some books impart a self-congratulatory delight upon anyone keen to grapple with them. The Book 
Thief, a modern masterpiece by Markus Zusak, is one of them. It is a unique and unsettling novel 
that will embellish your shelf of classics.

 When a young orphan attempts to find the meaning of identity through stolen books - feel her 
struggle. When a gifted boy, and Jesse Owens fan, tries to draw a line between fascism and patriotism 
- predict his fall. When an accordion player, yearns for knowledge and love, in midst of chaos 
and control - recognize his pain. As worn-out death, works tirelessly and contemplates vacation - 
acknowledge his helplessness. Recognize love. Experience vulnerability. Embrace LIFE.

“Like most misery, it started with  apparent happiness.”  Death, p. 34

Zusak, an Australian author, picks up the period of World War II, while the yarn of Death is woven 
around the war, but it wanders far from it into an extremely unnerving territory, to tell the story of 
Liesel. The author carves a novel of an awe-inspiring opportunity, masterfully told. He uses words 
to shade the emotions, humor to blemish the fault-lines; and colored with proliferation of adjectives 
and adverbs, effortlessly paints a vivid visual backdrop; never before encountered. This is a book 
about the supremacy of verses and the unknown, and it is apt that it is written in just such way.

Setting aside the historical context and philosophical arguments, The Book Thief is opium of 
integrating plots; trance of characterization; and a spell of writing craftsmanship wrapped together 
in one story that will make you weep in your heart and mind. Even if agony frightens you, its 
melancholy is wholly tempered by the dance of humor and the delight of reading it. 

Narrated by Death, who first encounters Liesel at her brother’s funeral, and pinches her notebook to 
tell us a gripping tale of a nation at war. The Book Thief is not just a war journal; it is much more than 
that. Every chapter begins with an end as the narrator contemplates human nature with curiosity.
I don’t want to convey too much because one deserves to uncover it by oneself. But if one is looking 
for an everlasting experience, I’m pretty confident The Book Thief is for you. 

 “Humans, if nothing else, have the good sense to die.”  Death, p. 491
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Movie Review: Wall Street 
There’s no nobility in poverty!

 - Harmandeep Singh

This striking lesson given by a trader to a kid changes the perception of the youngster towards the whole 
kit and caboodle, erasing the lessons his candid father taught him growing up, carrying him into the black 
but fast-earning world of the Wall Street. The millionaire trader, Gordon Gekko (Michael Douglas) - the 
name symbolizing the lizard who feeds on insects and sheds its tail, is the predator of Wall Street who gulps 
down liquidated companies and spits them out like a rotten carcass. The kid,  a tier two broker, ‘Bud Fox’, 
symbolizing sly behaviour, is played by none other than Charlie Sheen.

Wall Street is a movie that showcases both the black and white sides of the stock market in the most 
intrinsic manner. The story starts off with the talented Bud Fox working in a diurnal routine as any other 
stock broker in a firm, envisioning ‘making it big’, just like every other person beside him. Opportunity 
knocked at his door one fine evening on 6th May 1985 on the birthday of Gordon Gekko, a client he had 
been pursuing for a very long time. Under the wings of Gordon, Fox learns the know-how of earning fast 
cash in the market through insider trading, making Fox a millionaire in no time. However, reality sets in 
on him when Gekko turns his tail at a company his father works in. The plot of the movie is a traditional 
awakening of one’s morals inside a world of variegated people.

The movie has a host of unforgettable scenes, most of them circle around Bud Fox and his father, with 
whom he has been very close since childhood. It is a perfect symbolisation of the generation gap between 
a generation which wanted to make it big and a generation which based its directives on honesty and 
loyalty. Directed by Oliver Stone, "Wall Street" is a radical critique of the capitalist trading mentality and it 
obviously comes at a time when the financial community is extremely vulnerable. The movie argues that 
most small investors are pawns and that the big market killings are made by men like Gekko, who swoop 
in and snap whole companies, right under the noses of stockholders. What the Gekkos of this world do is 
immoral and illegal, but they use little litany to excuse themselves: "Nobody gets hurt." "Everybody's doing 
it." "There's something in this deal for everybody." "Who knows except us?"

The most intriguing thing about Wall Street is that it does not focus on the Gordon Gekkos of the society, 
but the Bud Foxs. These are the people challenging the values and thought process of Generation X. 
Overall, Wall Street takes you on a roller coaster ride of the stock market, while generating a strong sense 
of justice in the viewer.

Monthly Feature

Through the eyes of Nescafé

Hello, folks! How are you sleepyheads doing on this 
fine August day? Oh wait! It is just 6 a.m., and thus I 
can see most of you are just dragging towards your 
rooms to get that much coveted two-hour sleep 
before you open your tired eyes again and lean 
over my pristine counter to get your life’s nectar. 

Now, I am no sadist and I absolutely adore you 
young, ambitious lot with dreams of being 
(successful) MBAs. Nonetheless, watching you 
guys falling, crawling and fumbling in your sleep 
is so hilarious! And oh those not-so-rare days 
(or early mornings) when one of you stumbles 
upon those pretty square tiles and spills ice tea 
on an unassuming soul? Priceless! I actually 
have to gather all my strength (and coffee beans) 
so as not to give out a big, loud laugh. Haha!

Well don’t be embarrassed now; mistakes do 
happen (although walking is a pretty basic task, 
if you ask me). All is good until you don’t hit the 
floor while you are visiting me with your special 
someone (ahem! You think I don’t know?).

Anyway, I do like you loony lads a lot because 
you give me so many interesting moments! Just a 
few days back, I got a balcony view of the football 
match between the junior and the senior batch 
(whom was I supporting? Oh I always support 
the winning side) and it was thrilling! To tell you 
a secret, I even tried to arrange for free drinks 
(non-alcoholic, dampener, eh?) for you guys  
but the owner gave me a stern look and shut 
me up (I think he is jealous of my popularity).

See? I care so much for you people – handing out 
warm chocolate muffins to help you beat the blues, 
giving you hot coffee to sip on rainy evenings, 

providing you a nice place to sit (yes, I know I 
need to keep more chairs; working on it) – I 
almost feel I am too good sometimes! What can 
you do in return, you ask? Ah, I find happiness 
in little things. And that glorious red-bricked wall 
you people keep adorning with witty posters? 
Reading them and chuckling over the subtle jokes 
(also, jeering over the bad ones) makes my day!

Even that boring old chap, the tree (yes, your 
‘iconic’ tree, the one you guys have given so 
much importance, that he has become all 
smug. Ask the noble library if you don’t trust 
me!) cracks up at some of the brilliant ideas 
that are put up on the wall; keep them coming!

So yes, you can say I am pretty satisfied with 
life here; although I had my apprehensions 
while coming to IMT (boring B-school stuff, 
you know? I am way above all that). You guys 
never sleep (literally, never) and thus there 
is always something interesting to watch and 
observe (and listen, I can hear ALL that you talk 
about while sipping your cuppa, just saying)! 

It’s hardly 8 a.m. and I can see some of you zombies 
from a distance, walking at your groggy best 
to come beg me for life blood. Oh and that one 
almost tripped over! Good start to the day; keep 
up the craziness, IMT, and I will keep churning 
out the best coffee for you! Just an afterthought – I 
heard Arcus is spreading some rumours about me 
being pompous. I am sure you guys know whom 
to believe (and anyway, I have better cold coffee).

  - Nishtha Bhasin
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Campus Journalist
Realize @IMT

“People never change. They just become more of who they really are.”- Dr. Gregory House
I am sure Dr. House would have said something similar about IMT Ghaziabad. Here, you don’t change, you 
just realise who you really are.
There is nothing like your first day at a business-school. Makes you forget everything: your dismal CAT 
score, countless interviews that made you question your own existence, wait-lists that moved slower than a 
sleepy-sloth and finally that feeling of joblessness that forced you to safely remove the USB. All this time you 
were just dreaming to be out there; standing in front of the HUGE college gate, your “Gateway to Success”. 
And then you are finally there; slightly disappointed by the size of the gate, drenched in sweat, sensing the 
wind, approving the heat before you finally start humming, “Hum ho gaye kamiyab, hum ho gaye kamiyab, 
aaj ke din...”.

The first two weeks can be summarised as Sleepy Town. Midnight Fear. 24/7. Pehalwan Ke Parathe. DU 
Swag. Magnanimous Audi. Abstract Structure. Edifying Diversity. Delhi Swag Unemployable Engineers. 
Just IMT.
But by the end of the  first fifteen days, an evening stroll observing the squirrels makes you wonder, re-think 
and realise that your notions about life were lies that you told yourself; believing that there is nothing special 
about the mundane, there is nothing special about day to day life. In the last ten days, I realised that nothing 
could be less true. IMT Ghaziabad is an experience, you need to live it to believe it. It made me realise that 
there is something so uniquely beautiful about the day to day life. Peer-parties and alum-lectures made me 
realise that not on every bright morning your dreams will come true, but every day you will get to decide 
who you are, what you love, what you want in your life, what you stand for; but then what about the ‘trophy 
moments’? Well, they are just confirmations that the pillars of your foundation, that you have laid down 
in your ‘filler moments’, are really strong. For some reason, whenever the thoughts of Mumbai re-visit me, 
it starts raining, maybe to remind me that I am home, whispering my favourite Pink Floyd song, “I took a 
heavenly ride through our silence, I knew the waiting had begun and headed straight ...into the shining sun.”

IMT Photo-journalist

No matter where you belong,
So far your lives might have played a 
different song.
Your language and cultures might be 
poles apart,
You may not even know from where to 
start.
This place breaks boundaries giving 
life a bright new chapter,
Life revolves around new circles and in 
those unknown faces you find laugh-
ter!!!
#finding-connect-in-our-disconnect

Sustainable Mankind 
Development

-  Suraj Sridar

It has been more than a month since I joined IMT and as someone who is living in the NCR for the 
first time, I can tell you it’s been quite an experience. Like every first year student, I have also been kept 
extremely busy with loads and loads of work, although the work is nothing but exciting.
 On one lucky weekend, I suddenly found myself with some free time and I decided to explore Delhi 
on my own. I took an auto and reached Vaishali station. Just as I got out from the auto, I witnessed 
an incident that sent me into a very deep thought. There was a fight going on among three women: 
a street side vendor and two customers; one of whom had a kid with her. Out of nowhere, another 
relative of the two lady customers turned up and all together launched their joint effort of social 
service by abusing the vendor in ways I can’t mention here. The vendor was no small warrior and gave 
back as good as she got it. I was trying to comprehend what they were saying, when I saw one of the 
most shameful incidents of my life. The ladies kept their bags down and together pounced on that tiny 
soul and started beating her. They were so strong that it took some time for people around to save that 
little creature from the attack of that giant group. As I went ahead and took the metro, I just couldn’t 
shake off the incident.
It’s not as if I was seeing such a fight for the first time in my life, but there were a few questions that 
kept coming to my mind. Throughout that evening, I was very disturbed and kept asking myself some 
questions. I am asking the same to you now. “ How would the lady teach her kid- ‘the prime witness 
to the incident ‘ that anger and violence was bad?”, ”How would the kid learn to respect elders and 
ignore the everyday idiots we encounter on the streets, when he himself has seen his mother beat up a 
lady who said something offensive?” “Why are we saving resources for our next generation when they 
wouldn’t even have the basic necessity for life - peace?” Even as we talk about sustainable development, 
the very basic requisite for human development – compassion for fellow men is depleting day by day. 
If we really want to save something for the next generation, we need to save HUMAN VALUES. Work 
towards sustainable mankind development and not just sustainable development.

  - Sourabh Singh

- Shrishti Thukral
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Name: Rajat Singhal

 Age: 21 

Hometown: Gurgaon 

Graduation: Shaheed Sukhdev College of Business 
Studies, DU 

Street play artist. Singer. Writer. Foodie. And so 
much more. So who is this 21-year old lanky guy 
who is often seen strolling around the campus with 
a nonchalant air? Let’s find out!

We know you have an old connection with theatre and the stage in general. What was 
your starting point?

 I started performing on stage from the age of eight. Initially, I participated in these events 
because my school made me do so; but eventually the stage captivated me and whether it 
was dance or drama, I was always eager to be up there. 

So, what was that one turning point that made you realize that theatre was your 
calling?

I was in the seventh grade when Sunil Sinha, a veteran director who is currently working 
for TVF, came to my school in order to direct our play for the annual function of the school. 
That was my first major date with theatre which made me realize its beauty and potential. 
I pursued this newfound interest and took part in a number of inter school competitions, 
learned voice modulation and even started writing and directing my own plays.

How did your DU days help you further explore theatre?

I was a part of Verve, the street play society of my college. DU has a thriving street play 
environment and I was extremely fortunate to get guidance from seniors who were extremely 
talented and helpful. I put my heart and soul into it, practicing every day from 8 a.m. 
right till 8 p.m.  I underwent rigorous training and even learnt to play the dhol (because 
ultimately, street plays are all about multitasking)!

What made you choose street plays over regular theatre?

The thing that struck me the most about street plays was that it is all about the connection 
between actors and the spectators. Near fanatic crowd participation is what really gets a 
street play going and witnessing such a level of interaction with the audience is a priceless 
experience.

Artist of the Month
Tell us about the different colleges and places where you have performed.

I have performed in various competitions held at a number of colleges such as IIT Bombay, 
IIT Kanpur, IIM-A, SRCC, Hindu, Ramjas and Hansraj.
Also, I have been a performer and organizer for Manthan – a platform where public performances 
are organized across 30 cities and teams from different colleges enter as participants. The event 
has over 1000 enthusiastic participants and professional theatre groups as well.

How has the support from your family and friends been?

I was overly involved with Verve which understandably had an effect on my academics. My 
parents were apprehensive at first but once they heard me talk about street plays and  saw 
my passion for the same, they were convinced. I am glad to have had such a supportive 
set of friends and family who have helped me extensively in terms of both guidance and 
resources.

You have done a lot of street theatre. So tell us about that one play which you 
consider to be your best work till date.

Well, if I have to name one, it would be a street play named as ‘Aakhir  Hum Bhi Insaan Hain’ 
which highlighted the plight of people suffering from physical  disabilities. This play gave me 
a fantastic learning opportunity and in a way, it was iconic for street theatre in its use of new 
and unique elements. The first three minutes of  the play had no dialogues at all and even the 
background music was very mellow and profound, created with the use of harmonium, drum 
kit, miracus and a few other instruments. The play brilliantly sensitised the topic rather than 
sensationalizing it and was a rage.

We know you are a multi-talented soul. So what other creative activities do you pursue?

I write quite a lot, sing at times, debate, design graphics and click pictures often!

Wow, it seems like you are a complete artist. What is your view about art in general?

Simply put, art is the ability to view every entity with an aesthetic mindset. I truly believe that all 
art forms have a profound connect and it is not possible to separate one art form from the other. 
People go through varied experiences in life and they contribute to their personality in different 
ways.
 An artist is always curious – about nature, people, and life in general. Even a child digging out 
mud with a shovel is an artist. So is a person who tries out a new restaurant each week! You get 
the drift, right? Each and every person has an artist in them.

Now that you are at IMT, what all avenues are you looking to explore?

I do not want to restrict myself to theatre and am eager to try out new things. As for the future, 
I definitely want to stay connected to theatre and help in providing infrastructure facilities for 
people who want to take up street plays or acting in general. I even plan to build a sound recording 
studio and have my own theatre group.

Leave us with one fun fact about Rajat.

In my initial days of theatre, I had considerable stage fright and in order to avoid eye contact 
with the audience, I used to perform without my spectacles!

Interviewed by Nishtha Bhasin
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Dr. Bhavana Bhalla is an assistant professor who is teaching 
students Business Communication here at IMT for more 
than five years now. Here are some of the thoughts she shared 
with us.

For the purpose of enlightening the students you haven’t 
taught, could you please tell us a little about yourself?

Hello. Thanks for giving me this opportunity to interact with 
the students whom I haven’t taught. I am Dr Bhavna Bhalla, 
Assistant Professor, Business Communication. I earned my 
PhD from the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur (IITK). 
My research concentration is to explore connections that 
exist between the art of communication and ancient Indian 
theories. I am also interested in investigating the scope of 
Personal Branding which is a combination of Intelligence Quotient (IQ) and Emotional 
Quotient (EQ). I have co-authored two books for Indian subcontinent market, namely 
“Speaking Effectively” and “Developing Leadership Abilities”, and my research articles 
appear in the journals of international repute. At present my current projects include 
one of the books showcasing the approach of Indian theories to J. M. selected novels and 
case studies. Apart from this, I have also been associated with reputed journals and book 
publishers as a guest editor and peer reviewer.

You have the reputation of being a ‘student favourite’. In an effort to further that bond, 
could you please tell us two things about you that your students don’t know?

Ha-ha, I wasn’t expecting this. Well, it is difficult to share two things because there may 
be many. But since you have asked only two things, I will say these will be my ‘risk taking’ 
approach and ‘never give up’ attitude. I always try to move out of my comfort zone. I majored 
in English Literature and found my career passion in and as communication faculty. Here 
at IMT too, I told my students to be dressed in business formals for BCPD sessions. Some 
of them liked the idea, some of them didn’t. The outcome, students of my section/s were 
branded as ‘students of Bhavna Madam’s class’. Feels good, you know. I experiment with 
new ideas which, of course, is necessary to grow as a professional. While experimenting 
with new ideas, I have often faced failure. However, these disappointments have never 
deterred my spirit. But I said yes to every challenge and hence moved ahead progressively.

How has your journey been in IMT thus far? What experiences have you cherished the 
most?

Extremely good. This place has so much to offer. I trained myself and migrated satisfactorily 
from Literature to Communication, from PGDM-FT classes to Part time Classes and from 
one committee to another. I also got the opportunity to conduct training sessions for 
organizations such as Reckitt Benckiser, EXL services and Apollo Tyres. I can’t say that this 
experience I cherished the most or that because I know I am indebted to IMT for what I 
am today and I cherish every moment spent here.

Faculty corner: Tête-à-tête As an experienced faculty, you have seen IMT grow from strength to strength. What are 
some of the major changes you have witnessed during your association with the institution?

There are many advancements which IMT Ghaziabad has witnessed. We pioneered in 
successfully implementing the four +three terms curriculum structure with pre-foundation 
and foundation module. Our curriculum and pedagogy meet the international standards. 
It complements the ‘Global Breadth and Local depth’ dictum. We have also revised our part 
time and executive program structure. Our programs are accredited by international bodies. 
What else do you need!

You have done some prominent work in the field of ‘Indian culture and traditions’ through 
various journal articles, conferences and books. In today’s modern era, what is the 
relevance of our ancient knowledge? How can we, as the future of this nation, leverage that 
knowledge?

We are here because we have done something good in the past. Our ancient scriptures are 
ignored source of wisdom. The knowledge they possess is relevant to every aspect of life. 
Read Panchtantra and apply the learning in professional life, you will get the professional 
ethics. Mahabharat, Ramayana and the Bhagwad Geeta guide you to master the art of 
management. Believe me, the guidance from these works and others is incomparable. 

The second part of this question is really interesting. I would like to share my experience 
with you here. When I was in Spain for a conference, one of the international delegates after 
listening to my presentation, told me that she is sorry for her people. According to her, the 
western people have copied what Indian ancient masterminds had written years ago and 
now present them as theirs. This opinion is what bothers me often. Even after having such a 
rich heritage with us, we are not able to capitalize on it. 

We all know that effective communication is one of the most important managerial ‘soft 
skill’. What suggestions would you give to students interested in enhancing the same?

Good that you used the word ‘enhanced’. Apply the ‘3P’ formula which I follow too. The 
3Ps – patience, persistence and perspiration – can actually help you in enhancing the soft 
skills. Be Patient – if something doesn’t work and you are not getting the results, wait. Give 
yourself time and don’t lose courage in between. Be Persistent – Never let failure discourage 
you. Perspire – Never shy away from hard work. There was no substitute and there is nothing 
till date that can replace it. 

Now that summer internship placements are just a month away, could you share some 
critical ‘do’s and dont’s’ during the recruitment process?

To begin, I wish all the students a very successful placement season. The recruitment process 
is nothing but a war. The one who is the strongest, wins the battle. This means you have to 
be ready before the placement season hits. Have a dream to be a part of big organizations. 
This dream should force you to brush up your current affairs and subject knowledge to meet 
and reach up to the company’s standards. Be strong with your concepts and their practical 
application.Focus on your professional goals. Answer all ‘whys’ in your life, such as why 
MBA?, why marketing?, why finance? etc. Strategically devise a plan to achieve your goal. 
Stay grounded. Don’t let your confidence become over confidence and later arrogance. The 
moment you get into arrogance with ‘know-all’ attitude, you will fail to impress.I firmly 
believe that effective communication happens only when you have strong content with you.
Eliminate all negatives from your life. You are here to study, gain knowledge and get the 
best opportunity. If you deviate yourself from your own goal, you will not get the desired 
outcome. Don’t let remorse and regret happen later. That’s how you achieve success.

Dr. Bhavna Bhalla
Asst. Professor



17 | The Perspective July - August 2015

Raised in an army family, moved around the country, topped high 
school, graduated SRCC, landed a job at a management consultancy, 

worked hard, learnt some, lived some and travelled some – life was on 
track in the traditional sense. Somewhere along the way, I realized what 
makes travel truly meaningful and worth sharing. So at 24, I decided to 
#BreakTheRoutine and co-founded SeekSherpa, a platform that connects 
locals and travelers over city-immersive tours & experiences. Here are 5 
things I have learnt from my experiences thus far -  
1. The Joy of creating something from scratch is like no other 
Solving a problem, building something from ground-up and having people 
experience what you’ve created is an unparalleled experience. In the end, 

this is what drives me, and keeps me wanting to build more and build better. 

2. Risk, who? 
The risks that come with starting-up are inescapable.  But the cost of not pursuing this opportunity clearly 
outweighed these risks in my mind, and taking the leap came quite naturally. For someone who had always seen 
herself as a fairly risk-averse individual, this was a welcome surprise. 
Having said that, the challenges of entrepreneurship are very real. But the success stories keep me inspired and 
the failures keep me grounded. Note to Self - “What if you fail? Oh darling, what if you fly?”

3. Off the Grid Learning Curve
This one’s fairly obvious and very, very true –at a start-up you’re wearing multiple hats, each one allowing you to 
learn a different skill set, experiment with something new and make mistakes. Never did I fathom sitting at my 
corporate desk a year ago, that I’d love UI/UX design thinking as much as I do today, and that is just one item in 
a very long list. You are always on your toes, always doing, and more importantly, 
always thinking about what’s next. I know for a fact that I have upped my game!

4. Pushing your limits
Start-up life peels the epithelial layer of your personality and helps you 
recognize your limits, strengths, and flaws. You’re thrown into the deep end 
of this high stress environment and you either swim or you drown – entirely 
your choice!

5. #LifeProfit
It is a philosophy where you decide that every moment that you live will be a memory, 
everything that you do will be different, every breath you take will hold meaning. At Seek 
Sherpa, my team and I aim to create a lifeprofit for all our stakeholders and ourselves. So the 
next time you make a decision, generate some #lifeprofit.
You win some, you lose some but you’ll always, always keep 
learning some. 

 5 Reasons Why Starting Up 
Was the Right Decision The financial system of the present world is a result of 

innovation and excogitation since time immemorial. 
It started as the barter system and witnessed various 
changes in response to the social and technological 
progress in the evolving systems. It was in the 18th 
century when important paper issues were made in 
colonies such as Ceylon (Sri Lanka), and ever since, 
paper bills, commonly known as cash, became a powerful 
tool for financial transactions. And now, contemporary 
discussion of likely changes has focused increasingly on 
the possibility of a cashless society, a society where-in 
cash, in its paper form, will not be used for financial 
transactions. But what is the need for such a transition?

Recently, the Tufts University’s Fletcher School, estimated 
that usage of cash for financial transactions, costs the 
US consumers, businesses and government more than 
$200 bn annually ranging in everything from theft to 
tax evasion. And it doesn’t take into consideration the 
cost to society due to illegal cross border transactions 
related to drugs, weapons, human trafficking etc. We 
need to face the fact that not more than one billion 
people in the world have a traditional banking account, 
and only a proportion of this number actually use banks 
for financial transactions. So the concept of “financial 
inclusion” of different sections of the society is just a 
dream that won’t come true if cash as a financial tool 
persists. Cash is expensive to produce, transport and 
secure-it aids criminals and tax evaders, and it also 
disadvantages the poor by keeping them trapped in the 
informal economy, with higher transaction costs and 
less access to financial services. So cash is an instrument 
designed for a different time in the past. It is archaic.

The main advantage of a cashless society is that a 
record of all economic transactions through electronic 
means makes it almost impossible for black market or 
underground economies that often prove damaging to 
national economies to sustain. Four out of every five 
purchases in Sweden are made electronically, and with 
the development of cheaper technologies, Sweden and 
other Nordic countries are moving towards cash free 
societies. It’s a common misconception that credit 
cards are synonymous to electronic form of payment. 
Of course, credit card payments are done electronically,

but there are plenty of alternate payment methods such 
as debit cards, pre paid cards, Apple pay, PayWave, 
PayPass, PayPal, AliPay etc. Some of these have 
been around for more than half a century and the 
others have begun to pop up over the past few years.

There are 1.75 billion smart phone users in the world 
and India has the second largest smart phone base 
with over 140 million phones, and the number will 
grow 4.7 fold between 2014 and 2019, reaching 651 
million in number. It is a clear indication that mobile 
devices will pave the way to a cashless society. It might 
come as a surprise that 25% of mobile commerce sales 
happen via smartphones; so for retail businesses, the 
benefits are huge considering the lower costs and higher 
productivity of connecting with their customers. Now 
is the age for speed and scale, and customers are willing 
to adopt and adapt technological innovations to meet 
their needs, and this mindset is a major driving force 
behind the cashless revolution. Payments through Near 
Field Communication (NFC) devices have been forecast 
for quite some time but given the wide footprint of the 
Android Phones and iPhones, Google Wallet and Apple 
Pay’s entry into the market could be a significant step in 
broadening the cash alternatives. The M-PESA mobile 
payments system and micro-financing service has 
widespread use in Kenya and Tanzania, where M-PESA 
transactions in Kenya as of November, 2014 were 
valued at almost half the country’s total GDP, and there 
are 7 million M-PESA users in Tanzania. Recently, the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has published guidelines 
for Payment Banks. This could well help in bringing a 
vast section of the previously unbanked population 
of the country into the financial system, through the 
use of technology. Some of the largest private banks in 
India have already rolled out their mobile wallet apps.

A mobile cashless society will indeed be revolutionary 
in the fields of payments, providing security and 
remittances. Since mobile phone is the physical 
tool, it is highly convenient, quicker to operate and 
unstoppable. All these factors put together will prove 
calamitous to the existence of cash. A cashless society 
will provide a surfeit of socio-economic advantages, 
relative to a society that maintains cash in its economy.

A Cashless Future
- Arcot Ravi Praveen
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Fish Bowl
- Parmita Tandon

Two months at IMT and this place has already become my home. 
Where I belong; where I snugly fit as one of the pieces of its radiant 
picture. These past days have been a roller coaster ride of new 

beginnings, mixed emotions, new work and life in general. The first week 
started off with the Art of Living Yes+ course. At first it seemed like every 
other ‘personality development’ program, but then eventually turned out 
to be quite a surprise package. It focused on the importance of mental 
harmony and on the connection with one’s inner self. The various breathing 
exercises coupled with yoga, spread a certain calmness throughout the body 
and mind. There were various other engaging activities organized, where 
we all got an opportunity to interact with different students and learn from 
their experiences. In those moments, we dropped all shields and masks, 
accepting one another for who we truly are. And now when I look back, 
I feel we all have come a step closer; ready to take more steps together on 
this journey before us. The second week was more about guest lectures, 

introductory classes of case study and role play methods and simulations of the class environment. This acted 
like a booster program, preparing us for the academic life ahead and giving us a direction to move in.

For a lot of us, this is the first hostel experience we’ve ever had. 
And I can say for a fact that it was worth the wait! Apart from the 
bugging insects sucking the life out of us and the humid cooler 
breeze keeping us warm at night, IMT is always happening and 
alive. It has already been mapped onto my heart. More than a 
thousand students living together, belonging to different cultures, 
speaking different languages, following varying ideologies and 
having multiple perspectives is pretty intense in itself. But somehow 
with time, it all fits in and takes shape; like different streams of 
water flowing into one big ocean. And it is while writing this that I 
realize the relevance of the ‘I belong to you’ exercise we were made 
to do in the beginning. It is as if we all gave a part of ourselves to 
each other for safe keeping. And if we ever feel lost or confused, all 
we have to do is look around for those familiar faces and into their 
souls, only to find ourselves again. 

We are in this together. And that’s what IMT has made me feel. My 
story here has just begun and I am sure it’s going to be one hell of 
a page turner!

New Age Marketing
- Rahul Batra

Every marketing era has a present and a prospective future- The King of this era is Viral Marketing. The basic 
components of viral marketing are the elements it contains and the medium which is chosen to engage the audience. 
Another fact is that all these viral advertisements make a strong impact in the first 10-12 seconds. So the first few 
seconds need to set out a compelling message for the viewers to make them spend another minute of theirs.

The message being an important component of the campaign needs to touch the lives of people like “Dumb ways to 
Die” by Melbourne metro. Apart from the message,  linkages with the theme  also play an important role;  pranks played 
in the lift and in the interview panel by LG for its “ultra HD TV” went viral because they involved common people. 

With 300 hours of videos being uploaded on YouTube every minute, it  has become the father of all media channels. 
But we cannot ignore the fact that it is just a medium; not every video touches 1M views within a week. So let’s take a 
backseat and try to go into the modelling of these campaigns. TNT with its campaign of “your daily dose of drama” built 
its complete set on a busy road and made the audience believe that TNT understands the value which they need to offer.

Before anything else, let us first define what  we mean by Viral Marketing. Is it dependent on how many people watch 
it or do it? Well, the number of views on YouTube is not the only parameter to measure how effective the campaign 
was. A funny video might catch the attention of thousands only because of the profile linkages and search suggestions. 

Content of the video is more important to make it viral; take for example the campaign launched by Coca 
Cola- Small wonder machines “bringing India and Pakistan closer” got around 3 Million views on YouTube 
in one week, but the impact of the campaign lies in the hearts of those present in the mall of the two 
countries. Brand recall is one of the most important parameter here which is gained with user engagement. 

Humour can be the biggest element of viral marketing; happy emotions are more likely to be shared among 
the human race. In November 2014, a lip syncing app became a sensation and currently with over 50 Million 
downloads Dubsmash is one of the most talked-about app. Dubsmash gives the common man a chance to replicate 
famous dialogues and songs of cinema; basically it makes you believe that you can also be a star and obviously 
a funny person. The link with the wish of a common man makes this app a vital ingredient for entertainment.

Now we can directly say that it works to use resources that mainly include people whose emotions are involved. 
Every viral campaign is built with a strategy, a strategy that can be rightly recognized as involvement of the 
target customers, both online as well as offline. With the launch of Subservient Chicken Burger in 2002, Burger 
King had hit not just the commercials and web platform but also their stores with the same chicken doing things 
for common people. “Chicken which does what you want” engaged millions on their website and in the stores.
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“Last night my LAN wasn’t working and I got to spend some time with my family. They 
seem to be nice people.” Yes, this is us. We don’t know our parents, our spouse, our 
neighbors, the person sitting next to us every day in the train because day in and day 
out, our heads are bent over our Smartphones, tabs and other gadgets. 

There is no denying the fact that these things have made our life easy, free from boredom 
and have also made the world and it’s every dimension available to us with a single 
touch or click. You are new to a place? No worries! Open the navigator! Search where 
you want to go and you have it all in your hand. As simple as that! 

Let’s go back to the time we didn’t have the navigators; what would you have done? You 
would have asked for directions, talked to the stranger sitting beside you, discover that 
little café in your neighborhood which you never knew existed and you would know a 
lot more places and routes you had never known. Sometimes, one has to get a little lost 
to find one’s way.

They have affected our health, our creativity, our personal lives and our relation 
with the world. 33% of people have admitted using their phones during their dinner 
dates. Instead of having your beloved’s hand in yours and your eyes in theirs, you are 
romancing your phones. There, we lose that personal touch. You may SNAPCHAT the 
whole day, but nothing compares to the feeling of being with each other. You live one 
block away from them and yet, it is a LONG-EST distance relationship. When did you 
last sit next to your mother and talk to her about her childhood or youth? We should 
learn from their experiences, but we are just too busy for that. When was the last time 
you saw leaves falling from that cypress, butterfly sitting on that lily and other marvels 
of Mother Nature? 

The time we spend crushing sugars in Candy Crush, we could better use it for things 
more productive, more yielding. Kids before us used to draw, sing, dance, read and 
play outdoors in their free time. It is greatly feared that we will soon fall short of the 
Beckhams, the Jordans, the Schumachers and the Tendulkars because all the gaming 
will go virtual and kids ditching school for a game will become a rare sight. With all the 
games and apps, we never get a chance to sit idle.  No sitting idle, no daydreaming and 
no innovation.

Text Claw, Cell phone Elbow, iPosture, Text Neck, Computer Vision Syndrome, 
Nomophobia, Phantom Pocket vibration syndrome! These are just few names of the 
new disorders which have arisen out of this new obsession over smartphones. You can 
Google them later.

Just stop checking your phone every minute, plan an outing with your people and leave 
your phones behind. Take out your camera and head to the meadows, put on your 
running shoes, go dancing in the rain, read your favorite novel, look out of the train 
window, walk your dog in the park and let us all try to reach a balance between life and 
technology. Don’t just keep your head ducked in your phones, LOOK UP! You may 
miss on the beautiful PRESENT (Pun Intended). 
 

Look Up!
- Shynu Sethi

(Topic for WAT 22nd Feburary 2015, St. Xavier College, Mumbai)

“In God we trust. All others must bring data.”  (Rule 1: Start with a quote, its relevance is not 
significant.)

Immediately catechize with “What is Data?” (Rule 2: The rhetoric question one should always ask 
when you know nothing!) 

Then counter it with another quote for bonus marks: “Data is the new oil!” (Rule 3: Switch subject 
from ‘I have no idea what you are talking about’ to something interconnected to finance and economy. 
Smart.)

Your engineering experience of making premature theories upon insufficient data is your most 
valued asset. Data has two sides - Actual (real) and Factual (imaginary), you are free to decide where 
to draw the line; it is one of the most powerful mechanisms for telling stories. Entice the invigilators, 
if they have data, then great, but if they only have opinions then they should go with yours. 
*Diverted from topic, hurry back to original topic: Oil*

Lets look at the Data: Oil prices fell from $100/barrel to $50/barrel in less than a year.
Create a Collection of Stories:
OPEC Affluence: OPEC knows that some members of the cartel produce more than their quota. For 
the past three and a half years, OPEC has stuck with its quota of 30 million barrels a day. But in the 
past six months, its production has been more than 31 million barrels a day. 
American Transference: They are going through a phase of low economic growth and import of oil 
has dropped by 4%. As oil prices increased, some companies began extracting oil from difficult-to-
drill places, using techniques like fracking and horizontal drilling to extract oil from shale formations 
in North Dakota and Texas. Average cost of drilling for these companies is $60-$70 per barrel.  
Chinese Pandemonium: Slowing growth and a shift on consumer services by a realm that was 
accountable for 66 percent of lump in demand for the last decade has impacted the oil prices.

Connect The Stories:
Saudis are going to attempt to (probably will) bankrupt many USA shale producers and their 
investors. The USA shale producers rely on leverage, borrowed money from the banks, seed capital 
from investors and moderate oil prices to stay solvent. The Saudis are going to insure that this low 
oil price drop lasts for quite some time; maybe a year or two. Enough to exhaust oil pricing hedges, 
enough to cause banks to tighten credit, enough to cause investors to seek greener pastures. The price 
drop will last until it gets the needed results. Then after oil prices rise again, the banks and investors 
will likely not fund USA shale producers again because they know if they do, the Saudis will screw 
them again.  It is not a question of “if ” but “when”.

If OPEC cuts production, countries like Russia may continue to produce at record levels, 
making inroads into OPEC’s market share.

So the next time when someone tries to give you some financial gyan on Oil prices, just 
remember it’s all just some data, you need to connect the dots and make your own story.
Hence proved. Data is a collection of stories. (Rule 4: Always Conclude!)

  Data: Collection of Stories
- Sourabh Singh
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Do Epic Shit! 

Mr. Ankur Warikoo, CEO of Groupon India, 
visited the campus for the second time and engaged 

the students with an insightful lecture about life, 
management, and everything in between! His 

enigmatic persona combined with his inspiring 
success story gave the students plenty of valuable 

pointers.

Mahindra War Room

The War is on! Dr. Prince Augustin - 
Executive Vice President, Group Human 
Capital and Leadership Development, 
Mahindra and Mahindra; and Mr. 
Manoj Chugh – President, Enterprise 
Business at Tech Mahindra visited IMT 
Ghaziabad and launched season 8 of the 
Mahindra War Room. From enlightening 
the students about M&M’s core values to 
giving them details about the coveted 
case study competition, MandM truly 

won hearts.

Campus Buzz

Independence Day

The Institute of Management 
Technology, Ghaziabad celebrated 
the 69th Independence Day on the 
15th of August 2015. With every 
IMTian; faculty, students and the 

staff pouring out in great numbers, 
to witnessed the Flag unfurl by Dr. 

R. K. Chakraborty, the speech by 
N. L. Ahuja, Dean IMT followed by 
Elocution and Poetry Recitals and a 
Drawing Competition for the school 

kids.

ZEST 2015-‘The First IMT High’

The Cultural Commit-
tee of IMT Ghaziabad 
presented the campus 
with its first high-Zest 
2015, IMT’s first intra 
college event. It pro-

vided a podium for the 
enthusiastic first year 

students, PGDM batch 
2015-17, to showcase 

their talent. From elec-
tric band performances, 
skits, singing and danc-
ing, to the steamy fash-
ion show, this one had 
it all! The day ended on 
a high note, with all the 
IMTians grooving on 

the dance floor.
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Concepto

E-cell IMT Ghaziabad, the 
entrepreneurship cell of IMT 

Ghaziabad, provided the 
perfect opportunity to the 

first year students to realize 
their entrepreneurial dream 

through the flagship idea 
execution event ‘Concepto.
Exe: The First of the Firsts’. 

Seven teams were selected to 
market and implement their 

vision within the campus. 
After five days of intense 

competition, few handpicked 
teams were given the chance to present in front of Dr. Lawrence Garber Jr and Dr. Mrinalini Shah. 

In the final round, ‘Skill-Mart: A Market for Consultant’ was adjudged as the winner.

Mark Roadies- ‘Let the Games Begin’

With adrenaline pumping through their 
body and hands clasped tightly onto 

each other, students geared up for IMT 
Ghaziabad’s first official event for this 

year- ‘Mark Roadies’, conducted by Club 
MarkUp. From Treasure Hunts, Advertising, 

Crossword Puzzles to ‘The Retail Case 
Study’ competition, it was all about finding 
answers in hidden corners of the marketing 
world. And MarkUp was successful in doing 

so! ’Three Men Army’ was declared the 
winner.

Shopclues.com

‘From Ding to Dong...Sab Kuch Wholesale Rate Par’ – The campaign by Shopclues.com, won the 
‘Advertising Campaign of the Year’ award at the Indian e-retail Awards 2015. From being launched 
as a team of five to becoming the fourth largest fully managed marketplace of the country, Shopclues.
com is a huge success story. Mr. Nitin Agarwal, Sr. Director, Marketing visited IMT Ghaziabad to 

share this story and gave significant insights about the working of the e-commerce industry.

IFL Auctions

IFL kicked off with a bang! IMT has an insanely 
talented pool of football players and this was 
evident during the intense IFL auction where 

team owners passionately bid for their favourite 
players. Each player was sold amongst loud 

cheers, claps and lots of praise. The result? We 
have four super teams ready for the League. 

Watch out!

Sports Night 2015

The mother of all rivalries took over IMT as the 
Senior and Junior teams took on each other in a 
variety of sports ranging from cricket, football, 
basketball, volleyball and table tennis. It made 

for a riveting viewing as both the seniors and the 
juniors fought it out in a friendly yet fierce way 

with the seniors eventually prevailing. The juniors 
were promised their first IMT high and they 

certainly got one.

Sahyog

We have all faced it, haven’t we? An over 
stocked wardrobe driving us nuts. Club 
MADF had the perfect solution at hand. 
It asked us to shed the load, pack it up 

and pass it on…it was time for SAHYOG. 
Boxes were put up across the respective 
hostel blocks and students filled these 
up with as many clothes as they could 
spare alongside any other usable items 
like shoes, bags and stationeries and it 
was made sure these donations found 

their way to the needy through various 
channels.
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“Beta, what do you want to be when you grow up?”
“Papa, mein bade hoke sleep deprived hona chahti hoon.”

A decade or so later, when you look back at that celebrated proclamation, you can’t help but chuckle at this 
achievement, surrounded by other secondary priorities such as good health and education, but nobody really 
cares about all that. It is a want of the society, to revel in realities that make the rest of them go, “haila, sach 
mein?”, and question the practices employed to bring said realities out of a cocoon of improbability.

Sleep deprivation has always been IMT’s birth-right; something I witnessed over the course of the last month 
or so, right from the time when people stayed groggily awake till 6 am during the infamous recruitment week.
Recruitment is actually a complicated process, you know. The trick to good recruitment is to change the juniors’ 
perception from “I have a passion” to “I want to do Passion”. You do that and you’re sorted. That’s the final nail in 
the coffin. The ever-elusive mantra of “I belong to you” which is tacitly conveyed from interviewee to interviewer, 
from junior to senior (minus the creepy hand-holding), before you begin the glorious march through the dank 
corridors of the IMT hostels trying to make a database. It’s all sunshine and rainbows till you get the sack. No 
pun intended. Honest.

If passion was one word thrown around carelessly, there was another, equally devastating word – networking. I 
wish to build a network; I want to make connections; I want to grow my circle; I want to meet new people. And 
then they went and joined Alcom (Art of Learning to Coldcall Managers). It is like wanting to do one thing 
and actually doing something else. This is what engineers do, yaar. You guys are not … Oh, wait. *Sighs with 
disappointment*
Continuing with the tradition of nonsense words, there is a committee with one in the name itself. Ranking. 
MRRC, or MRCC, or MMRC, or as Virat Kohli would put it simply, MC. Whatever. Nobody really knows what 
happens in the Ranking Committee. It is the Illuminati of committees, an arcane sect of people who try to make 
IMT look like Harvard.
But none of these really has any existential crisis. For all the nothings they accomplish, they still live. They exist. 
They manage to survive each year on exaggerated performances and misconceptions. Which is why I suggest 
you all take Sportscom with a pinch of salt. Like salt in water, they too will get dissolved eventually.
Then there’s the evergreen Culcom. Or the Thermocol Committee, as they are more commonly known. Rumours 
are that they had a very strict recruitment criterion of at least 3 rejections in other committees before being 
eligible for CulCom. “I have cut thermocols all my life,” said an excited first-year marketing student who had 
been rejected even by CRICKET before he was allowed to sit for CulCom. “This is my dream. At one point of 
time, I didn’t think I would be rejected by CRICKET. They were taking everyone. You just had to show up for the 
interview. But then, the mess that I am, I was rejected by them too. I can’t wait to join Culcom.” And so it goes.
I’m tired now. And sleepy. My sleep-deprived eyes haven’t had rest in four-five days. I feel like talking about all 
the clubs too, but they were gracious enough to spare me that pain by using Nescafe walls to mock themselves 
and each other. Very poetic. Still better than a confessions page, I feel.
It feels rudimentary to get back into the mid-year groove of a B-school. The invigoration of new beginnings and 
patronizing seniorhood has now vanished. Maybe, all said and done, committees and clubs aren’t so bad. Maybe 
they are, after all, a way of life at IMT, a flicker of light amid the mundane. 
I made an honest attempt to bring Placecom into this article somewhere, but I am at a serious loss of words – I 
couldn’t place them anywhere. Sitting here with my fancy belt buckle and 0.1 micro-inch of a stubble, I guess I 
just feel… ineligible.

Faking News

Having already spent more than two weeks away from the comforts of homemade food, the students of IMT were 
further denied their favourite chicken by the “Yes Plus” program. As a result, the first ‘non-veg’ dinner night post 
the program was the talk of the campus.  

The students started trickling in around eight thirty for dinner. As is always the case, the crowd started pouring in 
around 9. The vegetarians were staring with amusement as the non vegetarians stood patiently in the long queue 
waiting for their turn; and out of the blue, came the shocker. The mess had run out of chicken! It was as if the birds 
had proverbially flown right in front of them. When we contacted the students regarding the incident, there was 
a varied range of emotions, ranging from helplessness and anger to frustration. One of them said “I am just sad. 
Had come into the mess all excited! It should be made sure this sort of thing never happens again”. We then got 
in touch with the Mess Committee. They explained, “This is a very rare occurrence. We believe it was caused by 
the disproportionate way in which the food was shared among the CDL and main campus mess. A lot of students 
who stay in CDL stayed back at the campus for dinner; which is one of the main reasons for this fiasco”. We then 
inquired people who work in the mess, in order to get some insight into the ground reality. One of the mess workers 
explained, “We get around 160 kg of chicken every time we cook non vegetarian food and it is usually more than 
enough. But this time as non-veg was being served after a long time, a lot of students took more than they could eat 
and eventually threw it away. This led to an unusually high amount of wastage that day. This in turn led to people 
who came in a little late, missing out on the non-veg food”.

From our interactions, it became very clear that this issue is something that is very emotional to the students and 
something that they really look forward to. Hopefully, in the future all issues that led to this will be resolved and 
students will happily be able to say “The food was finger licking good”.
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